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Al Qaȭim Job Fair Report 

*ÏÂ &ÁÉÒ ,ÅÁÄÅÒȭÓ #ÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ 
27 October 2007, Al-QaΩim High School, Al-QaΩim, Iraq 

Al-Qa'im is located nearly 400km northwest of Baghdad near the Syrian border and located in 

Al Anbar Governorate. It has a population of about 170,000 and is the centre of the Al-Qa'im 

district. The districts of the province are Al-Obaidy, Al-Rumana, Sieda, Akashat, T one station 

and Jraijib. The economic nature of the province is three-fold with agriculture, industry and 

commercial business.   

The Job Fair was conducted in Al Qa'im city with total success and without any problems or 

obstacles in the course of work. The Job Fair staff began letting the unemployed into the high 

school area where the companies were at exactly 9:00 am.  The Job Fair lasted about 4 hours 

during which time groups of unemployed would be allowed to enter the high school after 

received a directive from our staff to do so and then after this they would be allowed a time to 

mingle and make discussions with companies they felt were hiring.  After 1 p.m. the Job Fair 

staff took the time to explain the idea of the event to the company owners and representatives 

to help the idea catch on for future venues and then a meal was served to thank them for their 

time. All the action of the Job Fair ended at around 2:30 pm. 

Security was great as well.  An agreed was made with the Iraqi Army 7th Brigade Commander in 

the territory, General Ismaeel S. Mohammed, to provide the event with surveillance and person 

searchs on the date of the Job Fair. There was help given from the US Military as well to help 

the Iraqi army in any way they needed but the goal was for them to be only supplemental in the 

security efforts. 

265 companies attended out of 338 companies that registered.  This is a very generous number 

of companies to attend to show desire to hire and help the unemployed by offering they work 

when possible.  The companies were cooperative in the Job Fair efforts and they filled out the 
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questionnaires to help us gauge the facts of the event as well as the thoughts of the companies.  

The companies who could not attend usually telephoned to apologize for not being able to 

attend which was a nice gesture and our staff explained to them that we would be delivering to 

them the CVs of the unemployed who felt they had the skills and knowledge to work for them 

particular company.  All the companies were grateful and overall thankful for the opportunity 

to come out and promote their business. 

As for the unemployed individuals, there were 4,175 people who attended out of 4,607 that 

registered a few days before.   

 

VIPs and Collaborating Organizations 
MOLSA of Al QaΩim and the Al QaΩim SportΩs Club were the main organizations to help with the Job Fair.  
The SportΩs Club manager arranged for his staff to help with the preparations of the event and they 
volunteered their building for use when needed along the way and during the Job Fair. 
 
The VIPS in attendance were: 

¶ Mr.Farhan Ftaikhan Al-Farhan , Al Qaôim Province Mayor 

¶  COL Ahmed Jidean Khalaf, Commander of the 3rd battalion for the Iraqi army 

¶ Mr. Ahmed Abed Khalaf, Al-Qaôim Sportôs Club Manager 

¶ Municipal Council Chairman 

¶ A few of the Management Commission Members 

¶ A Lawyerôs Syndication Representative of the province 

 

 
Media that Attended 
There was not media coverage for the Al QaΩim Job Fair. 
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Survey Results 

Unemployed  
The Al QaΩim Job Fair was almost all men as there were only a handful of women who ventured out to 

the event.  In attendace to the Job Fair, there were 4,175 looking for work with CVs prepared 

beforehand and pens ready to fill out applications for employers. About half of the unemployed were 

between the age of 20 and 30 and there was also a strong showing (20% each) for those under 20 and 

30 to 40 year old job seekers.   

78% reported having a high school education and the rest of those surveyed had either a college or 

technical school graduation note.   

The length of time which the unemployment have been without work is less than average compared to 

others cities and what they have experienced.  70% said they had been without work for a year or less 

but the highest percentage of these was in the 6 months to a year bracket. 

Coming to the Job Fair, again the surveyed results showed the unemployed to be hopeful and very 

optimistic about the event.  98% said they expected to get a job as a result of the Job Fair and indeed 

some did, but not nearly as many as the number of those who expected to get jobs. 

99% said they would participate in another Job Fair.  
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Employers  
The Job Fair attracted mostly mom and pop type employers who are only able to hire 2 or 3 workers for 

their store.  52% of the 265 employers in attendance said they had 5 or less workers for their stores or 

shops. The next highest employee count for the companies was for the 6 to 10 range which made up 

18% of the total.  

As for the number of workers the employers expect to hire soon, a little over a third said they would 

need only 1 to 3 while another third said they would need 4 to 10 new employees and then the last third 

said they would soon need at least 10 new workers to fill the needs of their business and its operations. 

All present said they felt the Job Fair was a good idea and again all reported that they would be willing 

to participate in a future job fair to look for staff especially now that they have a better idea of the 

logistics, goals and expectations to have about a job fair. 
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Photos 
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