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Ramadi Job Fair Report 

*ÏÂ &ÁÉÒ ,ÅÁÄÅÒȭÓ #ÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ 
28 October 2007, Ramadi Business Center, Ramadi, Iraq 

Ramadi is a city in Al-Anbar province and it is also the capital of the governorate.  The governorate is 
located in the western part of Iraq with an estimated population of 750,000 on the lower end and 
1,250,000 on the higher.  Al-Anbar province is economically strongest in the area of agriculture as it 
provides many vocations and the majority of familyΩs income in the area.  Most inhabitants are Sunni 
Muslims from various tribes, most of which are part of the Dulaim tribe confederation. To the north and 
west, Ramadi is bounded by the Euphrates River, while to the east and south it gradually disappears into 
suburbs. 
 
Though agriculture is the most important and widely seen avenue for making a living, industry also plays 
a strong role in the Al-Anbar province.  Some of the more important factories are the glass, ceramic, 
gas, phosphate, cement and petrochemical.  There are two major cement factories which are in Fallujah 
and Kubaysa. 
 
The Ramadi Job Fair was less attended than expected due to a need to change the date of the Job Fair.  

On the original date, there was a city parade taking place and the Job Fair was postponed in hopes of 

receiving the highest amount of unemployed individuals and companies.  The event was a success on 

the new date as over 25% of the people who surveyed reported getting a job on the same day of the Job 

Fair. 

The unemployed turnout was average with approximately 1,000 in attendance.  From the company side, 

there were 252 companies who registered and 80 of them made it to the event.  Both the employers 

and the unemployed felt the Job Fair was a good idea and they expressed that they would like to have 

more of them to experience the positive results that come from the events.  Positive signs were seen 

which led people to believe that the Job Fair could successfully be done again within a few months. 

There were no security issues at the newly opened Ramadi Business Center as local police handled the 

situation thoroughly and professionally. 
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VIPs and Collaborating Organizations 
IRD was the biggest organization to help with the Job Fair.  They provided logistical help and promoted 
the event in the Ramadi area. 
 
Ramadi Police Chief, COL Ahmed Hameed ς He welcomed the idea of the Job Fair and provided support. 
 

 
Media that Attended 
TV Channels 

¶ Al-Huria Satellite 
 
Newspaper 

¶ Al-Sehwa 

Survey Results 

Unemployed  
The Ramadi Job Fair was attended by approximately 1,000 unemployed individuals.  Of those 1,000 who 

participated, there were 515 that took the survey about the Job Fair from the unemployed point of 

view.   

99% were men and the age of all covered a good range.  The largest group was of the 20 to 30 year old 

bracket which made for about 43% of the people.  Under 20, 30 to 40 and over 40 years old each had 

about 20% of the total in attendance.  Most at the Job Fair (69%) had average level education for Iraqis 

with a high school level education.  If those interviewed did not have a high school education, they 

always had either a college or technical school level of completion. 

55% said they had been unemployed for over 2 years which may be a reason why so many proactive in 

talking to many employers.  98% said they talked to at least 4 employers and 42% were able to speak 

with 10 or more about employment.   

Some positive results were seen from the Job Fair as over 25% said they received a job at the event.  

Coming to the Job Fair, 9 out of 10 felt they would likely get a job for going to put on display their skills 

and experience and 95% said they would like to participate in another job fair which is good news 

anywhere in Iraq since the Job Fairs are a new idea to all.   
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Male
512
99%

Female
3

1%

Gender

Male

Female

Under 20
92

18%

20-30
222
43%

30-40
105
20%

Over 40
96

19%

Age

Under 20

20-30

30-40

Over 40
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High School
357
69%

College
64

13%

Technical 
School

94
18%

What level of education do you have?

None

Grade School

High School

College

Technical School

1-3M
77

15%

3-6M
58

11%

6-12M
34
7%

1-2Y
63

12%

Over 2Y
283
55%

How long have you been unemployed?

1-3M

3-6M

6-12M

1-2Y

Over 2Y
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1-3
11
2%

4-10
288
56%

Over 10
216
42%

How many employers did you speak to today?

1-3

4-10

Over 10

Yes
132
26%

No
383
74%

Did you get a job today?

Yes

No
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Yes
459
89%

No
56

11%

Did you expect to get a job?

Yes

No

Yes
488
95%

No
27
5%

Would participate  in another Job Fair?

Yes

No
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Employers  
The employers represented at the Job Fair varied in size with over half of the companies having at least 

21 employees.  About 27% had between 21 and 50 employees and 21% had between 51 and 100 

employees.  This larger company turnout is desired for a job fair since these businesses usually have 

more capacity to hire a larger number of individuals. 

88% said they expect to hire in the near future with nearly 50% of the companies expressing that they 

want to bring in at least 4 new employees to their business soon.  All the companies at the Job Fair felt 

that the Job Fairs were a good idea and almost all (99%) said they would participate in another one. 

There were 252 companies who registered for the Job Fair and out of this number, 80 showed up to the 

event.  50 companies or more is good number of businesses for the unemployed individuals to meet and 

learn about some of the opportunities in the area so this was a beneficial number to provide results. 

 

 

 

 

 

1-5
9

11%

6-10
18

21%

11-15
5

6%

16-20
8

10%

21-50
23

27%

51-100
18

21%

101-150
2

2%

151-200
2

2%

How many workers do you have currently?

1-5

6-10

11-15

16-20

21-50

51-100

101-150

151-200
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0
10

12%

1-3
34

40%

4-10
21

25%

Over 10
20

23%

How many workers do you expect to hire in the 
future?

0

1-3

4-10

Over 10

Yes
84

99%

No
1

1%

Would you participate in another Job Fair?

Yes

No
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Yes
85

100%

Do you think the Job Fair was a good idea?

Yes

No
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Photos 
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